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Abstract: After the double election of Alexandru Ioan Cuza, on January 5 and 24, 1859, the Romanian 

political class was preoccupied with the international recognition of the new ruler and the perfection 

of administrative unity. All these efforts were supported by the activity of Romania's diplomatic agents 
in the French capital, the creation of the Agency itself representing a symbol of independence. The 

Agency of the United Principalities in Paris was officially recognized on August 26 / September 7, 

1860, after Ioan Alecsandri (the first holder of the Agency) presented the letters of accreditation to 
the French Foreign Minister, Edouard Thouvenel, thus obtaining the right to use the cipher in his 

correspondence. Apart from Constantinople, where the existence of an Agency was provided for in the 

Paris Convention, during Cuza's reign, Agencies were established in Paris and Belgrade. In 1880, the 

Romanian Diplomatic Agency in Paris was transformed into the Romanian Legation in Paris, as a 
result of gaining state independence. 
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The double election of ruler Alexandru Ioan Cuza (1859) in Moldova and Wallachia  

represented a first step towards the desired union, so justified. After this moment, the main 

direction of the Romanian political class was the recognition of this election by the European 

Powers and the completion of the act of union through administrative measures. In this 

context, France was characterized by Costache Negri as "the par excellence selfless and 

generous country".1, that at the right time, supported the efforts made by the Romanians for 

the international recognition of the double choice and personal union. Regarding the 

beginning of the Romanian-French relations, even if he questioned the period when Rome 

exercised its rule over the Loire and the Danube, Nicolae Iorga, fixed the beginning of these 

relations, somewhere before the year 1300. In support of his idea, he used the accounts made 

by the chronicler of the Third Crusade, Geoffroy de Villenhardouin, regarding those who, 

"understood to represent the steadfast orthodoxy of the East".2 

In addition to the distinction that the chronicler specified, between the Bulgarian and 

the Blach, the latter being a pastor or a soldier of the Romanian nation, the role played by the 

Moldavian or mountain armies in the crusade actions of the Christians, directed against the 

pagan expansion that threatened the continent at the end of the 14th century. 

Another description of the Romanians can be found in the chronicler Jean de 

Wauvrin, remarkable for his light style and the spices described, delighting the reader and 

causing an intimate relationship with past events. He did nothing but leave written the 

memories of his nephew, Valerand de Wauvrin, none other than the commander of the 

Venetian galleys, which at the expense of the Pope and the Duke of Bourbon, entered the 

                                                             
1 Dan Berindei, Politică externă și diplomați la începuturile României moderne, Editura Mica Valahie, 

București, 2011, p.14. 
2 Nicolae Iorga, Istoria relațiilor române.Antologie, ediție îngrijită și note de Florin Rotaru, Traducere de Anca 

Verjinschi, Editura Semne, București, 1995, p. 9-10. Momentul 1396, precum si 1445, când ostașii francezi s-au 

aflat din nou de aceeași parte cu românii, de această data ai domnitorului muntean Vlad Dracul, este prezentat și 
în Dan Berindei, Paris, în ,,Reprezentanțele diplomatice ale României”, vol I, 1859-1917, Editura Politică, 

1967, p.101. 
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mouths of the Danube to meet the Hungarian army led by Iancu de Hunedoara, the one who 

managed to get out of the confrontation with the pagans in 1444, from Varna. The pictograph 

made by the chronicler characterizes the Romanian army as: "a bold and noisy band, filling 

the air with battle cries".3 

If the 14th century was characterized by the active participation of France in the 

policies and projects of the crusade, in the second half of the next century, a withdrawal of 

this nation from the problems of the continent was felt, the emphasis now being placed on the 

modernization of its internal structures. Starting from the 16th century, France intensified its 

diplomatic activities, in the desire to find support and reliable allies against the new threat 

represented by the House of Austria.4 

The 17th and 18th centuries meant a considerable increase in Romanian-French 

contacts, both quantitatively and qualitatively. This was achieved by the increasing number of 

French travelers and merchants who turned their interest to the Romanian Principalities.5 

If we focus on the French travelers, they did not capture in their accounts only the 

image of the picturesque, but became real sources of the era, providing information about 

existing social structures, the evolution, and level of education, arts, science, information of a 

demographic nature, as well as assessments of to the modernization process that was 

beginning to be felt in the Romanian area.6 

In this sense, the work of 1777, "Histoire de la Moldavie et la Valachie" by Jean-

Louis Carra, as well as that of Count d'Hauterive, is remarkable.7 

Important and edifying was the conclusion reached later by the French diplomat, 

Baron Bois-le Compte, who was convinced that the idea of the unity of the Romanian 

Principalities became: "the expression of the most general desire”.8 

The French Revolution of 1789 encouraged the proclamation of the right of social and 

national liberation of the peoples and did not remain without an echo in the Romanian 

Principalities. Being under the regime of the Phanariot rulers, strewn with abuses and 

injustices that displeased all social categories, the Principalities were waiting for a little push. 

Internally, this was perceived by the passing away of Alexandru Suțu, the last Phanariot lord. 

The external context, created by the movements in the Greek world, completed what was 

needed for Tudor Vladimirescu's initiative to break out against the barbarian yoke. Although 

the revolutionary movement failed, culminating in the assassination of its leader, it succeeded 

in restoring earthly dominions and encouraging a series of subsequent projects and memoirs 

of Romanian boyars.9 

                                                             
3 Ibidem, p. 13. 
4 Nicolae Iorga, op. cit., pp.15-16. 
5 Iulian Oncescu, România în politica orientală a Franței (1866-1878), ediția a II-a revăzută și adăugită, Editura 

Cetatea de Scaun, Târgoviște, 2010, p.21. 
6 Violeta-Anca Epure, Aspecte de viață urbană în Principatele Române surprinse de consulii și voiajorii 

francezi prepașoptiști. Orașele din Ţara Românească (I), în Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis, 10, 2018, 

pp.201-202. 
7 Iulian Oncescu, op. cit., p.22; Valentin Arapu, Imaginea românilor din Muntenia și Ţara Moldovei în viziunea  

lui Jean- Louis Carra (1742-1793), în cadrul Conferinței Ştiințifice Internaționale ,,Patrimoniu etnologic: 

concept, tendințe și abordări”, Chișinău, mai 2017, pp.13-15. 
8 Nicolae Isar, Istoria Modernă a Românilor, Partea I: 1774-1848, Ediția a II-a, revăzută și adăugită, Editura 

Fundației România de Mâine, București, 2005, pp.15-16. 
9 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, O istorie a românilor de la Tudor Vladimirescu la Marea Unire (1821-

1918), Editura Cetatea de Scaun, Târgoviște, 2015, pp.21-33; Vasile Haneș, Formarea opiniunii franceze 

asupra României în secolul al XIX-lea, Vol. I, Tiparul Scrisul Românesc Craiova, București, 1929, p. 15, Mihail 
Ionescu, Franța și securitatea României de la 1830 până în zilele noastre, în Revista de istorie militară, nr 3-4 

(95-96),pp.88-89. 
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The one who tried to transform the idea of national unity into an objective of a 

political movement was the boyar Ioan Câmpineanu, who tried, in 1837-1838, together with 

his supporters, to unite the Romanian Countries, hoping for social reforms, rights, and 

democratic freedoms, a mirror of the vision that young intellectuals and liberal boyars had.10 

The failure that Câmpineanu's project had to face revealed the obstacles that foreign 

domination and rule would place in the way of the national unity of the Romanians, clearly 

highlighting the tendencies towards an expansionist policy of the great powers on the 

continent.11 

The second half of the 18th century was marked by the penetration of princely 

secretaries and collectors, the vast majority of them of French origin, a fact that facilitated the 

spread of the ideas that were beginning to govern the new world, which had their origins in 

the Western world, in this case, in French political life. Likewise, French teachers and 

emigrants who enjoyed Romanian hospitality contributed to the propagation of these ideals. 

The most eloquent example remains the example of professor J.A. Vaillant, who became 

director of the secondary school at Saint Sava.12 

The formation and affirmation of the national consciousness would have needed a 

longer time if it had not been facilitated by the young Romanian intellectuals, who went to 

study in France, where they found themselves under the influence of historians such as Jules 

Michelet, Edgar Quinet, Paul Battaillard, and especially the French poet and politician 

Alphonse de Lamartine.13 

As if overwhelmed by the freedom that was becoming more and more palpable, the 

Romanian students began to become vocal and take the first actions to consolidate their 

efforts. At the end of the years 1846-1847, at the main meeting place of Romanians in the 

French capital, the Library of the Romanians in Paris, Nicolae Bălcescu delivered what we 

can categorize as his first political speech, in which he defined the national unity that would: 

,,make of the mountains, of the Moldavians, of the Banatians, of the Cuto-Vlachs, to make a 

political body, a Romanian nation, a state of seven million Romanians […] Romanianism is 

our flag, under it, we must call everyone, all the Romanians”.14 

The Romanians in the French capital were caught up in the revolutionary spirit that 

was spreading in Europe, being encouraged by Lamartine who, having become the head of 

the Provisional Government and, patron of the Society of Romanian Students in Paris, had 

assured them of his support. The initial plan of the Romanians was to return home and start a 

revolution that would be unitary, Moldavian-Wallachian.15 

Even if this initial plan experienced major changes, as a result of the internal situation, 

the revolution broke out with the main goal of freeing the Principalities from the Russian 

protectorate and bringing them under the collective guarantee of the European powers, a fact 

that would create the conditions for obtaining political unity and independence.16 

                                                             
10 Cornelia Bodea, Fața secretă a mișcării prepașoptiste române. Unitatea națională, Editura Academiei 

Române, Editura Nestor, București, 2004. 
11 Nicolae Isar, op. cit., p.17. 
12 Vasile Haneș, op. cit., p.16; Nicolae Iorga, op. cit., p.49. 
13 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit., pp.66-67. 
14 Vasile Netea, Viața lui Nicolae Bălcescu.Relațiile lui N. Bălcescu cu cărturarii și luptătorii români din 

Transilvania, Editură îngrijită și prefațată de Dimitrie Poptămaș, Editura Veritas, Târgu Mureș, 2019, pp. 42-43; 

Nicolae Isar, op. cit., p. 17. 
15 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit.,p.67. 
16 G.D. Iscru, Revoluția română din 1848-1849, Editura Albatros, București, 1988, pp.9-10. 
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In the summer of 1848, France watched with tolerance the revolution in Wallachia, 

for which the Romanian revolutionaries, hoping for the support of the government of the 

Second Republic, tried to liberate the Romanian Principalities from unjustified occupation.17 

After the suppression of the Romanian revolutionary movement, which nevertheless 

managed to draw the direction of modernization expected by the Principality, the Romanian 

exiles and immigrants started on the road of foreignness, finding their refuge in Paris, where 

they will continue to look for ways to bring to reality the unanimous ideal, the of the union. 

The most convenient way to manifest and not let oblivion lie over Romanian hopes 

was involvement in editorial activities, the periodicals: "Future Romania", "Junimea 

Română" or "Republica Română" can be mentioned here. Propagandist activity is still full of 

momentum, the need to overthrow the regulatory regime and the realization of the Romanian 

national state, being argued in lectures or the memos and audiences that they have not 

stopped requesting.18 

Although, after the hostilities of 1848-1849, as a result of the return to the regular 

regime and the removal of foreign occupation, the Principalities entered a period of 

tranquility, the balance will be broken by the reopening of the "Oriental problem", Tsar 

Nicholas I being determined to defeat, no appeal, Ottoman Empire.19 

As a result of their interests, France and England decided to get involved in the 

conflict, both being interested in preserving the borders of the Ottoman Empire and stopping 

Russian expansion. On the one hand, France found itself deeply involved in the reforms that 

were in full swing deployment in Turkey and which he had largely financed, Napoleon III 

being solidarity towards the state who, flattering his pride, had taken over the French models. 

On the other side of the barricade, England gave support to the Ottoman Empire, aware that 

its disappearance would endanger its trade and entire expansion.20 

The Vienna Conference of 1855 provides the necessary framework for the French 

delegate to challenge European diplomacy on the subject of the union of the Romanian 

Principalities. 

The defeat for the first time, of Russia in front of Turkey, represented the long-

awaited moment for the Romanians to get out from under the Russian protectorate. Now, the 

desire of the Principalities to come under the collective guarantee of the great powers is 

becoming a reality, it is understood and the necessary justification is being given.21 

During the Congress of Paris in 1856, France decided, this time, to support as much 

the idea of Romanian unity. Thus, Count Walewski declares that: "no peace will be solid or 

durable if it does not provide for the Union and independence of the Principalities”.22 

Against the French proposals, Turkey and Austria were in total disagreement, 

considering that the united Romanian state would endanger their integrity, Austria justified 

its opposition by saying that the Romanians' desire for unity was lacking. This will lead to the 

adoption of a compromise solution, the decision to consult the Romanian opinion, by 

                                                             
17 Dan Berindei, Paris....,p.102. 
18 Idem, Politică externă și diplomați la începuturile României moderne...., p. 11. Deosebit de importantă s-a 

dovedit și Comisia de propaganda națională Românească, condusă de un Comitet de propaganda din care făceau 

parte Nicolae Bălcescu, Dimitrie Brătianu și Vasile Mălinescu, scopul lor fiind acela de a promova și sensibila 

cercurile oficiale cu privire la problema românească(Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit.,, p.105). 
19 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit.,p.106 
20 Nicolae Iorga, Partea lui Napoleon III în Unirea Principatelor, Conferință ținută la Liga Culturală în ziua de 

27 Februar 1915, Editura Ligei pentru unitatea culturală a tuturor Romînilor, 1915, pp. 8-9. 
21 Nicolae Isar, op. cit., p.18. 
22T. W. Riker, Cum s-a înfăptuit România, București, 1944, p. 66.  
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organizing ad-hoc Assemblies, which would be supervised by a commission of the signatory 

Powers.23 

This whole situation is transmitted to the French consul in Bucharest, Walewski 

himself writing to him that: "if the Moldavian-Vlach populations... want their Union to 

accomplished, this must be declared loudly”.24 

The crisis created by the idea of the union of the Romanian Principalities seemed to 

be resolved only by the adoption of a favorable position towards it by England. As a result, 

France's decision to support the Romanian unionists materialized through the Osborne 

meeting between Napoleon III and Queen Victoria of England. Thus, the compromise was 

reached whereby France gave up the idea of full union and that of a foreign prince, England 

instead, accepting the annulment of the falsified elections in Moldova.25 

After the double election of Alexandru Ioan Cuza, on January 5 and 24, 1859, one of 

the representatives of the struggle from 1848, the concern of the Romanian circles turned to 

the international recognition of this option voted by the Romanians and to new ways to 

perfect the administrative unit. In the face of the threat issued by the Gate, as if he would 

send troops across the Danube, Napoleon III supported with weapons and through a French 

military mission, the Romanian army concentrated by Cuza, in a single camp at Florești.26 

The new situation was analyzed during a Conference in Paris, on which occasion on 

2/14 April 1859, the envoy of Wallachia, Ştefan Golescu, sent a gratifying telegram to 

Bucharest: "the double election of Prince Cuza was recognized , simply, by five of the 

guarantor Powers”.27 

How France supported the reorganization, on a modern basis, of the Principalities and 

the Romanian struggle to gain autonomy, was reflected by the establishment and recognition 

of the diplomatic agency in Paris, in September 1860.28 

The importance of this approach was all the greater since Article 9 of the Paris 

Convention recognized the right of Romanians to be represented by an agent in 

Constantinople but without any other representatives accredited in addition to the foreign 

powers, as a result of maintaining Ottoman suzerainty.29 

The diplomatic agency that the Forgotten Principalities of Moldavia and Wallachia set 

up in the capital of France was led by Ioan Alecsandri, who had submitted a vast plea to 

Prince Napoleon, explaining the justice and legality of the double election.30 

Even if, due to the maintenance of Ottoman suzerainty, the agency in Paris had only 

,,oficios” character, its real usefulness was demonstrated by the Romanian-French relations, 

which had multiplied significantly.31 

On 1/13 January 1860, foreign correspondence offices were created, in addition to the 

Foreign Ministries in Bucharest and Iași, at the same time as the Central Correspondence and 

                                                             
23 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit.,pp.111-113;Dan Berindei, Politică externă și diplomați la 

începuturile României moderne....,, p. 12. 
24 D. A. Sturdza și alții, Acte și documente relative la istoria renașterii României, vol. V, București, 1890, p. 

927. 
25 Sorin Liviu Damean, Iulian Oncescu, op. cit., p.117. 
26 Ibidem, pp.127-128. 
27 Dan Berindei, Lupta diplomatică a Principatelor Unite pentru desăvârșirea Unirii (24 ianuarie 1859 – 24 

ianuarie 1862), în Studii privind Unirea Principatelor, București, 1960, p.421. 
28 Iulian Oncescu, România în politica orientală a Franței (1866-1878)...,p.103;Dan Berindei, Paris..., p.106. 
29 Idem, Politică externă și diplomați la începuturile României moderne....,p. 15. 
30 Raoul Bossy, Agenția Diplomatică a României în Paris și legăturile politice franco-române sub Cuza-Vodă, 
Editura Cartea Românească, București, 1931,pp.7-22. 
31Dan Berindei, Paris...p.108.  
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Editorial Office in Paris, the holder of the latter being an old supporter of Romanian ideals, 

A. Ubicini.32 

The establishment of the agency and the French support it enjoyed, made it possible 

that on 14/26 August 1860, Ioan Alecsandri could send his first report as a diplomatic agent, 

revealing to Mihai Jora, the foreign minister of Moldova, the fact that, the activity already 

started, as well as the signs of a fruitful relationship.33 

"The institutionalization of the Diplomatic Agency of the United Principalities was 

possible after Ed. Thouvenel's return to Paris and after the dialogue held with tact and 

professionalism by Ioan Alecsandri in the company of the French Foreign Minister, in the 

afternoon of August 26/September 7, 1860. After receiving the note from the Foreign Minister 

of Moldova, Mihail Jora, and the letter from the ruler Al. I. Cuza, the French Foreign 

Minister Edouard Thouvenel declared that he was very happy to receive Prince Alexander's 

agent, but he could only consider him an unofficial agent, because otherwise he would violate 

the Paris Convention of 1858, in the elaboration of which France had also participated. 

Right from this first meeting with Thouvenel, Ioan Alecsandri addressed, in his discussion, 

the issue of Romanian passports. If the French minister did not accept, at the moment, that 

the right of visa is taken over by the Agency of the United Principalities in Paris, he 

encouraged the initiation of discussions in this regard in Constantinople and, at the same 

time, authorized the endorsement of Romanian passports at his ministry, which represented a 

first success, because the visa of the Ottoman Embassy was avoided. Also, Ioan Alecsandri 

obtained the right to use the code in his correspondence. 

In this context, the Agency of the United Principalities was officially recognized.”34 

The results obtained through his diplomatic activity demonstrated the fact that Vasile 

Alecsandri was not mistaken when he drew up the project for the establishment of the agency 

of the United Principalities in Paris, this representing the natural step that had to be taken in 

the context of "the constantly growing relations between the United Principalities and 

France”.35 

The main tasks that fell to the diplomatic agent aimed at ensuring an optimal transfer 

of information and signaling the great powers about any deviation of the Ottoman Empire, 

intended to violate the signed treaties and conventions or to harm the independence and 

material interests of the country. 

Accurately sensing the special role that the press could play in the interest or 

disadvantage of the Romanian cause, Vasile Alecsandri stated as early as November 1859, 

the fact that: ,,...in this century, preoccupied with so many important events and worries, who 

does not constantly occupy the public itself is easily forgotten. If Romania did not give 

Europe news about her for a while, no one in Europe would think about Romania and such 

                                                             
32 Cornelia Bodea, Din acțiunea de pregătire a agenției diplomatice de la Paris. Înființarea biroului de 

corespondență (1/13 ianuarie 1860), în Studii, XIII (1960), nr.6, p.121; Iulian Oncescu, România în politica 
orientală a Franței (1866-1878)...,p.104; Idem, Les debuts des relations „officielles” roumano-françaises. La 

creation de l’agence diplomatique roumaine à Paris (26 août/7 septembre 1860), în „Codrul Cosminului”, serie 

nouă, nr. 15(25)/2009, Editura Universităţii din Suceava,2009,p.234. 
33 Dan Berindei, Politică externă și diplomați la începuturile României moderne..., p. 22; Iulian Oncescu, 

România în politica orientală a Franței (1866-1878)...,p.106; Idem, Les debuts des relations „officielles” 

roumano-françaises. La creation de l’agence diplomatique roumaine à Paris (26 août/7 septembre 1860), în 

„Codrul Cosminului”, serie nouă, nr. 15(25)/2009, Editura Universităţii din Suceava,2009,p.235. 
34 Iulian Oncescu, România în politica orientală a Franței (1866-1878)...,p.107; Idem, Les debuts des relations 

„officielles” roumano-françaises. La creation de l’agence diplomatique roumaine à Paris (26 août/7 septembre 

1860), în „Codrul Cosminului”, serie nouă, nr. 15(25)/2009, Editura Universităţii din Suceava,2009,pp.235-

236;AsevedeadetaliișilaDan Berindei, Înfiinţarea agenţiei diplomatice a Principatelor Unite la Paris - 7 
septembrie st.n., în „Studii”, XIII (1960), nr. 6, p. 106; Cornelia Bodea, op.cit.,p. 131 
35 Dan Berindei, op.cit., p. 101. 
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silence could favor the plans of the enemies. A friendly and devoted press is like an 

unsleeping sentinel, ready to sound the alarm. Isolation for a state like Romania is a 

permanent danger”.36 

The success of Romanian diplomacy, appreciated by the head of the princely cabinet, 

Baligot de Beyne, to be "a brilliant beginning", was visible in the reception enjoyed by 

Alecsandri in Paris, being at the same time a confirmation of the fact that, the supportive 

attitude of France towards the union of the Principalities was based on the French political 

and economic ideals, they were on the same line.37 

Among the objectives of the Romanian agent in France were: the recognition of full 

political and administrative union, the firm diplomatic defense of the borders of the 

Romanian state, and the implementation of reforms and modernization strategies of the 

young state. 

If at one point, Alecsandri proudly declared: "The Agency has achieved, I dare to say 

it, an appreciable significance; apart from the services she daily renders to the state, she sees 

the consideration given to her here increasing every day”,38 the situation became relatively 

hostile from a part of the French press, in the period that followed the coup d'état of 2/14 May 

1864. 

"The establishment of the diplomatic Agency of the United Principalities in Paris was 

an important moment in terms of Romanian-French relations. At the same time, it also 

signified a step in terms of the perspective of acquiring state independence. Later, the 

aforementioned diplomatic Agency - initially unofficial - would transform into the Romanian 

Legation in Paris (1880)”.39 
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