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Abstract: This paper delves into the intersection of postmodern environmental concerns and
American poetry through an exploration of the work of Mary Oliver as a leading exemplar. In a time
marked by rapid technological progress and ensuing environmental crises, poets are increasingly
using literature to voice their worries about humanity’s connection with the natural world. The
analysis focuses on Oliver’s portrayal of nature and her examination of humanity’s role within it.
Through her use of vivid imagery, sensory experiences, and empathetic observations, Oliver forges a
connection between the reader and the environment. This research contributes to the literary field by
examining the link between postmodernism, American poetry, and environmental concerns, using
Mary Oliver as a compelling example. By studying Oliver’s poetic techniques and her profound
engagement with environmental issues, this study underscores the importance of poetry in nurturing
ecological awareness and advocating for a sustainable future.
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Introduction

The landscape of American poetry has observed significant shifts over time, with
various movements reflecting the cultural, social, and artistic changes of their respective
periods. The emergence of postmodern American poetry marks an important turning point,
as it challenges traditional modes of expression and explores new ways of thinking about
language, meaning, and reality. This essay will explore the key elements and characteristics
that define postmodern American poetry, along with notable poets and their works that
represent this movement. Through an analysis of their interventions in language, form, and
content, this essay aims to shed light on the vibrant and diverse nature of postmodern
American poetry. Postmodernists notions are reflected in the poetry of Mary Oliver, which is
clearly found through her environmental concerns. As a poet, she uses her works as a
platform to highlights the environmental issues and interest in nature. Postmodernism is
characterized by a rejection of absolute certainty and universal truths, and an emphasis on
multiple perspectives and the complexity of reality. Bazregrzadeh (2023) hints to the fact
that “Mary Oliver as a postmodern poet discusses in her poetry the postmodern principles
and delve in the connections between humanity and nature” (111).

Oliver celebrates both the beauty and fragility of nature and raises nature's voice in its
degradation. Oliver works mark the damaging impact of the human actions on the
ecosystems and on the planet, to let her readers who share the same concern feel the
ecological fall and be aware of it. Oliver embraces postmodernist skepticism and crafts her
poetry in ways that acknowledge the inherent difficulty of capturing the full essence of the
natural world in words. Shildrick states “postmodernists aim to break down boundaries” (6) ,
and Oliver's poetry uses this idea as a mean to break the separation between humans and the
environment. She presents a vision of interconnectedness, where humans are not only
observers of nature, but inextricably linked to it. This view is her way to show humans that
they are not observers of nature but rather part of nature.

Through exploring the environmental issues, Mary Oliver uses the postmodern to
celebrate the traditional literary principles and supports the interrelationship with nature.
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Oliver uses her language as a tool to address the ecological concerns and encourage her
readers to dive into their connection with nature. Oliver's charming lines characterize the
power of both observation and imagination, cultivation ecological consciousness and
promoting a profound understanding of urgent environmental dilemmas. She as a human and
a poet expresses her attachment with the natural world and motivates her readers to
reconnect with the ecosystem. Bazregrzadeh (203) declares that Oliver's poems consistently
convey a sense of awe and wonder towards the natural world, effectively reminding us of
both its magnificent charm and its fragile state. Using rich and evocative imagery, she
skillfully arouses the sights, sounds, and textures of the environment, allowing readers to feel
closely connected to its gentle stability and compelling them to acknowledge its deep
significance (112).

Additionally, Oliver's works has the unusual ability to motivate readers towards a
brighter future. Through her words, she explodes a sense of responsibility and respect for the
natural world, evoking a better understanding of our action's consequences on the
environment. Her poems are like a cry to action, urging readers to reflect on their
relationship with nature and work toward a more stable future. Most of her works are models
for the postmodern literature that addresses the environmental concerns. Her readers can
sense her enthusiastic beliefs toward nature and the environment. Rosa (2015: 111) thinks
that “[t]he imagery she uses is effectively urging the readers to reconsider their attitudes
toward the environment and work on their actions toward it. Her works reveals her ability to
cultivate a deep sense of environmental consciousness”. Rosa (2015: 119) believes that it is
“... [t]hrough [Oilver’s] work, Oliver demonstrates an essential understanding and
appreciation of the intricate relationship between humans and the ecosystem”.

Oliver’s topics are clearly representing the beauty and magnificence of the natural
world. Whether it is the Swans by the lake or the Stars at night, or ocean waves crashing
rhythm, Oliver's poetry symbolizes an awareness that distinguishes and embraces the
interconnectedness of all nature's creatures. This connection goes beyond observing nature;
she involves herself in the natural world and captivates its beauty in her works. She develops
a cherished understanding of the complex ecosystems and the gentle balance that exists
within them. Oliver uses her poetry as a tool to let her readers engage in the natural world
with her. She gives them an experience by recognizing and viewing the natural world from
the ecosystem point of view, and activates their enthusiasm by showing them the impact of
their actions on the natural world. Mead (2016: 67) opines that Oliver's works awakens in
her readers a deep sense of the ecosystem and make them “conscious of their actions and
support a more positive acts toward protecting the planet”. Oliver's work serves as a gentle
reminder that humans are not separate from nature but rather an integral part of it, urging us
to harness this deep connection to foster a more sustainable and harmonious relationship
with our environment.

Her poetry contains the philosophy of cherishing the beauty of life and the unity of
the world. The ordinary events of nature are celebrated in her poetry and magnified through
her lines, so that she can share her point of view with her readers. She reveals the common
and mundane and the small creatures of the natural world and draws the curtain to present
them to her readers as the magical events of life. In many of her lines she speaks of the soul
of the natural world, she merges nature with spirituality and embraces the unseen and
ignored mystical sphere of the world. Even death is treated as a transformation and not an
ending. She celebrate s all the acts of nature in a holy manner, respecting and admiring all
the natural events. Davis (2009: 617) believes that “[t]he world to [Oliver] is united through
nature, and all the natural events and creatures are the resemblance of God, whom should be
loved and treated in a holy manner”.
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1. Detailed Observations of the Natural World

Oliver’s enthusiastic beliefs toward nature and imagery can be understood clearly in
her works. In her well-known poem "Wild Geese" Oliver invites readers to expand their
perspective and connect with the natural world beyond their human-centered viewpoints. She
remarks in this poem that humans do not have to be chained in order to sustain the beauty of
life, but rather "You do not have to be good. / You do not have to walk on your knees" (1-2)
she emphasizes the liberation from societal expectations and encourages readers to release
their burdens and open themselves up to the wonders of nature.

The poem opens with a definite statement for humanity, that Oliver observes and
shares with her readers. These observations serve as a reminder that the natural world exists
beyond human constructs and it is a source of solace and connection. By highlighting the
continuity of the natural world in the line "Meanwhile the world goes on... Meanwhile the
sun and the clear pebbles of the rain,"(7-8) Oliver emphasizes the perpetual cycle and
endurance of nature. She prompts readers to recognize that while human lives may be
fleeting and transient, the natural world continues its timeless rhythm. Through this
perspective, Oliver encourages readers to step outside their human-centered perception and
immerse themselves in the vast tapestry of the natural world. The final line of the poem ."
over and over announcing your place ...in the family of things." (17-18) can be understood
to say that all of humanity belong to one family which is connected with nature itself, from
the Wild Geese to human beings. In this poem she compares the humans to the wild geese,
and similarly the lonely humans are meant to head back to their original home which is
nature. Gale (2016: 18) states that “the family of sun and rain, prairies and trees, mountains
and rivers” are all taken as model.

Oliver observes carefully the natural world and engages with it in an empathetic
approach. As she describes the wild geese while flying away, she invites readers to transcend
their own experiences and connect with the lives and journeys of these creatures. By
engaging readers with the details of the natural environment, Oliver generates an
appreciation for the interconnectedness between humans and the various beings who share
this world. She invites her readers to appreciate the natural world with its beauty and
complexity. By making the reader's perspectives shifts from the wild geese to humans, Zona
(2011: 126) argues “[Oliver] encourages the readers to pinpoint the connection between
them and the environment. Her ability to evoke a sense of empathy and wonder through her
observations serves as a powerful tool in cultivating a deep appreciation and environmental
consciousness within her readers”.

2. Instilling a Sense of Wonder and Awe towards the Environment

Mary Oliver's poems are known for their ability to instill a sense of wonder and awe
towards the environment. She often writes about the natural world with a deep appreciation
and reverence, which encourages readers to pause, observe, and marvel at the beauty and
intricacies of nature. In "The Summer Day," Oliver finds the rhythm of the natural world and
share it with her readers so that they can connect with nature, she opens this poem with :

"Who made the world?

Who made the swan, and the black bear?

Who made the grasshopper"? (1-3)

The questions she makes remark a deep meditation of the world and ecosystem of the
planet. The world and its mysterious creatures are the subject of Oliver meditations. She
questions the world itself and let her readers experience this process of thinking she
undergoes while observing the natural world and the environment. Life on earth as she
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observes is full of beauty and diversity of life which human beings who bear the ability to
comprehend should question their surroundings. "I don't know exactly what a prayer is....I
do know how to pay attention, how to fall down™ (11-12)

We can understand her methods toward the ecosystem through her words. Oliver
merely expresses her patient observation over nature. The poem is built by diverse questions
that shake the boundaries of the human conscious. The reader is the one questioned her as he
is a human being. The interconnectedness between the Humans and nature her extends to the
connection between questioning the source of nature and the source of humans "Tell me,
what is it you plan to do .....with your one wild and precious life?" (19) she aligns the two in
one basket which enables the reader to feel his relationship to nature in this manner. Through
these lines, Oliver juxtaposes the transient nature of life with a sense of urgency and awe.
The image of everything ultimately dying underscores the fragility and impermanence of the
natural world, prompting readers to reflect on their responsibility in preserving its beauty and
integrity.

Mary Oliver invokes a deep sense of wonder and awe, encouraging readers to
cultivate a greater appreciation for the beauty and interconnectedness of the environment.
Her poems serve as a powerful reminder to slow down, observe, and marvel at the world
around us, instilling a sense of responsibility towards our natural surroundings.

3. Cultivating a Sense of Urgency and Responsibility

Mary Oliver's poems often explore themes of nature, spirituality, and the
interconnectedness of all living things. Many of her poems invite readers to cultivate a sense
of urgency and responsibility towards their own lives and the world around them. Her poetry
often seeks to spark a sense of bewilderment and appreciation for nature. In her poem "When
Death Comes," she opens her poem which is supposedly talking about a melancholic theme
of death, but she certainly accepts and cherishes every aspect of life even the end of it as
long as it is connected with nature. In the opening of the poem she marks an image of death
compared to a bear in autumn, "like the hungry bear in autumn;" she uses this image to
convey the connection of the environment to all aspects of life. And she also writes : "When
it's over, I want to say all my life .... | was a bride married to amazement". (21-22)

The lines expresses her desires to live life fully in all the admirations and
bewilderment engaging in a continuous process of awe of the magnificence of the
environment as it is her only interest as a human being.

In addition to instilling awe, Oliver's poetry also urges readers to consider their role
in preserving the environment. In "Wild Geese," she writes:

"Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,

the world offers itself to your imagination,

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting" (16-18)

These lines express Oliver's belief that nature calls us to cherish our
interconnectedness with it and offers the solution for our instability by being an active
participant of the natural world. She suggests that by embracing our imagination and
responding to nature's call, we can forge a stronger bond with the environment and take
responsibility for its preservation. Mary Oliver's poetry is a celebration of the natural world's
magnificence and an invitation to cherish our place within it. Through her lines, she invites
readers to sense the natural world and connect them with it. She lets her readers experience
their roles in the environment and the importance of preserving it. The imagery she uses is a
vivid realm were the reader can feel and touch upon the beauty and fragile environment,
supporting the humans to find their " one wild and precious life" with admiration and a
respect to environmental protectionism.

472



Mary Oliver in "Sleeping in the Forest" shows another aspect of postmodern notions ,
which is breaking down boundaries. She breaks the walls between humans and the
environment and emphasize the connection between them.

"I slept

as never before, a stone

on the riverbed, nothing

between me and the white fire of the stars

but my thoughts" (Oliver, "Sleeping in the Forest 5-9)"

In this poem, Oliver presents her experience of being one with nature. The poet
merged herself with the natural world and connected herself with all its parts. There was no
boundaries between her and nature, even her thoughts who stopped her before were fading
away. This experience of living even with the tiniest creatures of nature is the poets
purification process, as she says in the end, " I come back something better”. The imagery
she uses evoke in the reader the set she is describing and the relive she felt while merging
her body. In this poem she not only emphasizes the need of humanity to change themselves
but also the interconnectedness between humanity and nature and how humans do not disturb
nature but rather they belong to it completely stripped of their unnatural things.

Oliver's poetry often invites readers to recognize the intimate relationship between
humans and the natural world and the need to go back to nature for the benefit of humanity
and nature. In her poem "At Blackwater Pond," she writes:

"It tastes

like stone, leaves, fire. It falls cold

into my body, waking the bones. | hear them

deep inside me, whispering

oh what is that beautiful thing™ (4-8)

These lines show that connecting back with nature is the source of a transcendent
feeling of happiness. The human body cherishes unconsciously the relationship with nature.
It needs to be connected in order to fell and be better, which is the main focus of Oliver in
her works. Oliver calls for a better understanding of ourselves by understanding the
environment.

In her poem " Whistling Swan" she expresses the spiritual side of nature. Oliver in all
her works even the ones non related to nature opens with an image inspired by nature, in this
poem she conveys the natural world as the voice of god. Humanity who dwelt in the realm of
the metaphysical as Oliver perceives should have observed the voices of nature which are the
representative of the voice of god.

Humans have neglected the ecosystem, which led to its degradation, but they should
have preserved it and believed in their connection to it. She writes:

Do you bow your head when you pray or do you look

up into that blue space?

Take your choice, prayers fly from all directions.

And don’t worry about what language you use,

God no doubt understands them all.

Even when the swans are flying north and making

such a ruckus of noise, God is surely listening (1-7)

Through these lines, Oliver suggests that unity with nature can be a form of prayer or
connection with a higher power. She expresses the connection between spirituality and
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nature clearly in Winter Hours " | am Sensual in order to be Spiritual™ (82). By framing the
natural world as a sacred space, she encourages readers to recognize their inherent bond with
the environment, urging them to engage in a reciprocal relationship that nurtures both the
individual and the natural world. Spirituality and nature are the ideal mixture for humanity
which can bring them to the stable future..

In her poetry, Mary Oliver often discusses the notion of the human point of view
regarding nature. She breaks the human superiority over nature and embraces the unity with
nature, and urges her readers to find their empathy beyond the centered perspectives. In
"Humpbacks," she describes the magnificence of whales swimming in the ocean:

" its spirit

longing to fly while the dead-weight bones

toss their dark mane and hurry

back into the fields of glittering fire

where everything,

even the great whale,

throbs with song. (Oliver, Humpbacks 4-10)

In the Humpback whales, Oliver shows the wisdom and the perspective of the
whales. Non- Human being are being presented to readers in their full abilities and
intelligence. Oliver encourages readers to recognize the value and inherent worth of all life
forms, by portraying the natural world as wise and sentient, prompting a more compassionate
and responsible approach to the environment. Mary Oliver's poetry defies the rigid
boundaries between humans and the natural world, emphasizing the interconnectedness and
shared experiences of all living beings. Through her evocative language and imagery, she
creates these lines, inviting readers to identify with non-human entities and recognize the
intimate relationship between humans and the environment. Oliver's poetry serves as a
powerful catalyst for contemplating our place within the natural world and nurturing a sense
of reverence for all life forms by promoting empathy and shared responsibility.

Mary Oliver's uses evocative imagery, which enables her to convey her concerns
about environmental degradation and its consequences in a powerful way. In her poem
"Black Oaks," Oliver paints a vivid picture of an ancient tree and its potential fate. She
embodies the soul of nature and the soul of the oak tree and expresses the natural wisdom.
Through her lines, Oliver shows nature's perspective of life and the world:

" Today is a day like any other: twenty-four hours, a

little sunshine, a little rain.

Listen, says ambition, nervously shifting her weight from

one boot to another — why don’t you get going?

For there | am, in the mossy shadows, under the tree".

(Oliver, "Black Oak" 8-10)

Through these lines, Oliver creates a strong visual image of the black oaks leaning
over the path, embodying the wisdom and resilience of the natural world. By intertwining
herself with the trees, she highlights the connection and interdependence between humans
and the environment. However, this image of the leaning trees also suggests a vulnerability,
leading readers to contemplate the potential loss and the consequences of environmental
degradation.

Oliver concerns of the ecosystem is embodied in many lines in various works of her
own. The reader can also mark her environmental concerns in her poem "The Fish". In this
poem Oliver expresses firstly how the human actions befall the creatures of nature. The fish
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as soon as it caught and exposed to the air dies. On the other hand we can understand the
uniting notion between the fish and Mary Oliver " I am the fish, the fish glitters in me;” (14 )
and how the force of nature is embodied in the souls that are entangled together. The call to
go back to the water shows the effects of the natural world on humans. Mary Oliver's vivid
and poignant imagery vividly brings to life the destructive effects of human behavior on the
environment. Mann (2004: 20) believes that Oliver and the fish become one and the same
and this makes the poet concludes the poem with happiness and joy. In her poem "The
Ponds," she explores the encroachment of civilization on once-pristine natural landscapes,
using striking imagery to underscore the loss and consequences of environmental
degradation.

In "Don't Hesitate™ poem, Oliver shows the impact of human intervention on the
natural world, as she states, " life has some possibility left. Perhaps this is its way of fighting
back,." (7) The short and powerful line here signifies the awareness of the natural
environment of its degradation. This poem also emphasizes that human beings are the source
of the destruction, it speaks directly of the relationship between humanity's actions and the
unhappiness of the world. Through these short lines the reader can sense the impact of the
human actions on the ecosystem and how the damage is a serious issue that needs to be
confronted.

Oliver does not express her concerns through anger and threats, she presents the
beauty of nature and the ecosystem so that her readers fell the importance of not losing this
beauty and also the significance of protecting the realm of nature. In her poem the " Swan"
she celebrates the beauty of this bird admires its movement: " Did you see it, drifting, all
night , on the black river..... Did you see it in the morning, rising into the silverly air—An
armful of white blossoms" (1-3)

She also uses this opportunity to comment on the human realm. Whenever she speaks
of the beauty of the ecosystem Oliver tends to speak of the depressed souls. She connects the
human misery with the separation with the environment, and rises the natural life as the
solution and the inspiration to end all the human loneliness. "And have you too finally
figured out what beauty is for?,,,,,And have you changed your life?" (14-15)

Mary Oliver's skilled use of imagery not only conveys her concerns about
environmental degradation but also evokes empathy and emotional responses from her
readers. By creating powerful and evocative images, she elicits feelings of sadness, urgency,
and concern for the natural world. In her poem "White Owl Flies Into and Out of the Field,"
Oliver employs vivid imagery to depict the vulnerability of endangered species and
threatened ecosystems. She writes,

And then it rose, gracefully,

and flew back to the frozen marshes,

to lurk there,

like a little lighthouse,

in the blue shadows — (19)

This image of the owl appearing suddenly, delicate and ethereal like an eyelash in the
dark, portrays a sense of fragility and impermanence. Oliver emphasizes the beauty of this
fragile creature and its magnificent light that appears to the observer as "Buddha" or a holy
angel.

that we are instantly weary

of looking, and looking, and shut our eyes,

not without amazement, ( 27)
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The beauty of the ecosystem attracts the eyes of the observer and it's hard not to
notice the diversity of its rhythm. She repeatedly emphasizes the transcendent coming and
going of this creature and the affect it made on the observer to the point that she is " out of
our bones." As a metaphor for the silent moment of appreciation to this beauty. This image
fosters empathy in readers, encouraging them to consider the plight of endangered species
and their struggle for survival. By evoking emotions of sadness and concern, Oliver prompts
readers to reflect on the impact of human actions on the natural world and the urgent need
for conservation and preservation.

The use of imagery in Oliver's poetry evokes a sense of urgency to protect the
environment. In "Wild Geese," she writes, "Meanwhile the world goes on. / Meanwhile the
sun and the clear pebbles of the rain / are moving across the landscapes.” (7-9)

Oliver expresses the movement of nature even while the destructive force is still
working against it. The image of the sun and rain is a motion image that shows the progress
and the motion, which is an opposite force of the human destructiveness. This imagery gives
a feeling of urgency, reminding readers that while the world continues to function and
evolve, the destructive impact of human actions cannot be ignored. It calls for immediate
attention and action to preserve the natural world before irreversible damage is done. Oliver's
skilled use of imagery serves to convey her concerns about environmental degradation and
evokes empathy and emotional responses from her readers. By creating powerful and
evocative images that highlight the vulnerability of endangered species and the urgent need
for preservation, she assumes a deeper connection between readers and the natural world.
Oliver urges readers to reflect on their responsibility, through her imagery, for preserving the
environment and inspires a sense of urgency to take action.

Another feature of Oliver's imagery it creates the sense of responsibility and urgency
in her readers. She pushes the reader to reach his highest point of connection with nature,
through surrounding him with vivid imagery from the environment. In her poem "When
Death Comes,” Oliver's imagery provokes contemplation and encourages readers to
recognize the urgency of their actions. She states, "When it is over, | want to say: all my life
/ 1 was a bride, married to amazement.” (21-22) the connection between humanity and the
ecosystem represented by this image. The martial bond shows the importance for both
parties and how it is not a normal connection. The ecosystem is the source of amazement and
awe for humanity and they should preserve and protect. Oliver emphasizes the commitment
and devotion required to cherish and continue with this relationship by using the metaphor of
marriage. The power of the image lies in its specific call for engaging and preserving the
environment. As if the poet is telling her readers that this magnificent beauty can only be
preserved by making an eternal connection and take serious measures to protect this
amazement realm. Those who should protect the environment are humans, because they are
the only creatures who understand its beauty. The humans role in the ecosystem is the
protector of the system. And the most important issue she emphasizes is to reconsider their
actions towards nature which damages the natural world. The readers feel her notions and
sense it through the expressions she makes toward this connection between humanity and
nature.

Oliver also cherishes the diversity and balance of the ecosystem and inspires readers
to value and protect this diversity. Through her observations which are rich with
interconnections with the environment she urges her readers to follow and engage with the
natural world in the same manner. In "The Summer Day", she implores some questions and
remarks about life itself . She asks, "Tell me, what else should | have done? / Doesn't
everything die at last, and too soon? / Tell me, what is it you plan to do / with your one wild
and precious life?" . (18-19) the questions she rises are a direct wake-up call for humans to
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embrace the beauty and fragility of all living creatures. All parts of nature are connected by
the same path which leads eventually to perishing, which should have been the force that
unities all the creatures. Emphasizing the certain demolition of the living creatures rises the
issue of the importance of protecting it. The certain death evoke the urgency of taking an
action toward protecting the beauty and diversity of life. The readers are being exposed to
their role and their destiny which should allow them to contemplate on the responsibility
they have toward life. Oliver asks her readers about their intentions and their level of
awareness about the " One Precious Life". Every single life is being celebrated individually,
and on each life lies the responsibility of protecting the natural world. The importance of
actively participate in the protection of the environment is highlighted in Oliver's work. The
diversity of beings are being connected in one cause which is finding the path to be
connected with nature. Oliver encourages her readers to protect the natural world by using
her imaginative verses and enchanting language which makes her readers think of the
consequences of their actions and the power of destruction it contains upon nature. The
natural life, which is shown as short and fragile, requires the care and protection of humanity
in order to continue its production of beauty.

Oliver's poetry supports a more deep and cherished relationship with the
environment. She encourages her readers to engage with the natural world so they can feel
the connection with this realm. In the " Morning Poem™ she welcomes the readers into the
beauty of the nature and its magnificent landscape by saying "Every morning / the world / is
created.” (1) This transformative nature of life is continuity renewed each day with it a new
opportunity for humans to discover their connections with it. Oliver remarks that the world is
being created each morning which shows that humans who are part of this natural world are
also being renewed and given the opportunity to renew their relationships with nature. The
sense of respect and admiration toward nature is transformed to the reader through this
transformative image of the world.

We can find another emphasize on the relationship with nature in her poem the "Wild
Geese™:

You do not have to be good.

You do not have to walk on your knees

for a hundred miles through the desert, repenting.

You only have to let the soft animal of your body

love what it loves." (1-2)

These lines show the true repentance of humans from another perspective. Their
repent should be found in their connection with nature. Celebrating the inner connection with
nature which is the source of what gives them joy and fulfillment. The intimate relationship
with nature guides them to a better understanding of their path. Oliver's poetry inspires the
readers to follow their bonds with nature which will guide them toward the stable world of
happiness. The interconnection with nature guides humanity not only for a better
environment but also for a better version of themselves too.

4. Fostering Environmental Stewardship and Activism

Through her poetry, Mary Oliver awakens in us a sense of awe and reverence for the
beauty of the natural world. She reminds us of our responsibility to protect and conserve it
for future generations. Her words encourage us to be aware, to take action, and to truly see
the world around us. Oliver's poems foster environmental stewardship and activism by
inspiring us to embrace our connection to nature and to take on the important task of caring
for our planet. Oliver's poetry embraces the beauty of nature and shows the connection with

477



nature, which allows the reader to meditate upon his actions and their impact. These images
let the reader experience the emotions of an activist. The urge to protect and preserve the
balance of nature is being given to the reader in her lines.

Mary Oliver's Pulitzer Prize Winning collection, American Primitive indeed fosters
environmental stewardship and activism through its exploration of the natural world and the
interconnectedness of all living beings. The title poem "In Blackwater Woods" Oliver
explores the joy of observing nature:

" everything

| have ever learned

in my lifetime

leads back to this: the fires

and the black river of loss

whose other side

is salvation,." (5-7)

This vivid imagery emphasizes the deep connection between nature and the observer,
evoking a sense of awe and wonder. She goes on to describe which suggests a profound
empathy and understanding of the environment. By inviting readers to experience these
moments of connection with nature, Oliver encourages them to form a personal bond with
the natural world. This emotional connection provides the foundation for her call to action,
motivating readers to actively participate in environmental initiatives and work towards a
sustainable future.

One of the main themes in this collection is the deep connection between humans and
nature. Through her vivid and introspective descriptions of the natural world, Oliver invites
readers to develop a sense of awe, appreciation, and responsibility towards the environment.
For instance, in the poem "Hummingbird,” Oliver beautifully captures the delicate beauty
and energy of this small creature, encouraging readers to pay attention to the extraordinary
details and marvel at the wonders of nature. By creating an emotional bond between the
reader and the natural world, Oliver prompts us to see ourselves as a part of it and,
consequently, to protect it.

Mary Oliver inspires her readers to take responsibility in the protection of the natural
world. Her lines do not blame but shows the true form of nature as it is fragile and in serious
need of protection. It is her way of sending an alarm to humanity to engage in the
preservation measures. She calls for a better choices made by humans regarding nature. Her
verses serve as a path for humanity to find their connections with the natural world which
will eventually be their guidance toward a sustainable and positive environment. The human
beings are capable of preserving the planet by considering their actions and its consequences.
Every individual possess the ability to protect the natural world ant the beauty of nature.

Conclusion

Mary Oliver's poetry possess the qualities of a postmodernist poet. It urges the reader
to break the boundaries and find their connection with the environment. Her language,
imagery and connection with nature inspires her readers toward sustainability. The stable
relationship she advocates is her message that encourages her readers to follow. Her readers
experience with her the stableness of connecting themselves with the diversity of nature. She
observes the forgotten realm of the natural world and celebrates it in a profound way which
leads her readers to be influenced by her view of the environment. The connection with the
environment is a crucial theme in the postmodern literature. Preserving the natural world is
one of the things Oliver deeply advocate through her poetry.
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Oliver’s use of imagery is vivid and realistic. She deliberately chooses her images
from the natural world and make her readers experience close observation of the tiniest and
most magnificent natural creatures. Her imagery delivers the sublime and beautiful force of
nature, and invites her readers through a journey with her in this realm. The images she uses
are sensed and seen through her eyes which magnifies the simplest daily natural events and
picturing them in their glory. A passionate imagery reaches into the hearts of her readers and
allows them to feel their connection with nature through her lines. Moreover, these images
serve not only to show the beauty of nature but also to expound the preservation of the
natural world. Oliver invites her readers to her verses so as to transcend them from the
materialistic reality to a more natural reality through connecting with nature as well as
advocating the preservation of the environment and finding the sense of sustainability with
the natural world.

Mary Oliver's poetry remains a standard in the realm of postmodern American
environmental poetry. Her deep connections with nature, masterful use of imagery, and
inspiration towards sustainability position her as a celebrated poet and environmental
supporter. She compels readers to develop a renewed sense of wonder, empathy, and
responsibility through her work, towards the natural world, ultimately empowering them as
active participants in the preservation of our planet.
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